
February 21, 1953 

Wileen and cq%arly - 
Ohi4Eqgb fllfnois 

Dear Dr, Caarnetdfy~ 

A few daye ag4, i wae visiting P. R. Edward0 at Uhmblee,Ga., and 
happened to refer to &h4 prcaeermtim technique ouW.ned in the snoloaed 
o?l~cular~ In tha ueurse of cur oonveraatlen, he referred to a prooeas 
of whiah he had heard froan you, and whfoh may be baaed on a similar prin- 
aiple. If' you can make avaflabls any additional details, I would appre- 
oiata heeurSng abotd them. 

The crirouhr ie mete diseatraging, per-e, ahan it might be. In pre- 
Pitma prim&a dleeuaeione, I had been optinfstia and I did not want to 
ab4&md my af my frisnde Into relying an this taahn~que until it had been 
thoroughly tseted. 3% wS.21 be a good many pare baf ore this oan be done; 
4ulp 4wn results have been, m the whale quite good and better than rspre- 
sented, but nof alwsys reproduaibls. More researuh Is needed on at least 
thrw pointa: 

1) the beat mediun on whi4h to dry the oslle themselves 

2) optimal xesfdual fWa water (ae I suPpsct acme failurea may haoe 
been due to overdrying) 

3) optimal susparnd$,ng medium- home of my oolleagues ueinp; thfe 
method have hed batter luck with rerun or milk+ 

T~wB~ empiriaal problems would be better solved, and in my own nfnd 
are euperseded by more funda-~enfal biophylerioal atudlers on “suspended ani- 
mat&on ", to which relatively little thought hae been given on the theoretiaal 
side. 

Do you know of anyone ales following up thie line of work? Dr. Preerrgn 
HeiPes, at the Type Culture Co?lection has been planning to do some studies, 
as I understand, on this silica gel procedure. 

Youra sincerely, 

Joehua Lederberg 
Aeaociafa Profss6or of Geneticre 


